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R.A F. did not bomb women and children. A few
villages had been bombed, but more than the usual
notice had been given. The notice was issued on
August 17th and bombing did not begin till August
19th. It was possible that a few casualties might
have been caused., but in carrying out blockading
operations there was no intention of causing loss
of human life. The great value of the R.A.F. was
that it gradually deprived the tribesmen of the
advantage of inaccessibility. In suitable circumstances
and with proper precautions the R.A.F. could be of
inestimable value. It could save time, money, and
be more humane. If ever a village had to be bombed,
it was an invariable practice to give at least twenty-
four hours' notice. Any form of warfare which
secured the object in view, with less loss of life and
less expense, had a great deal to commend it, and
he could not comprehend those who professed
horror at the idea of killing a few of the enemy, but
seem to pay no attention to loss of life among Indian
and British soldiers.
"We may hope," Mr. Tottenham concluded,
"that the tribesmen will begin to wish to exchange
a life of adventure and disregard for order for a
more orderly existence; that they will begin to ask
for proper communications and to follow peaceful
pursuits. If the aeroplane could be regarded as the
forerunner of the homely motor-bus, then I am
sure Hon. Members would not be so ready to
criticize action by the R.A.F. on the Frontier, but
instead would learn to welcome it."